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the globe and play an important role in a world-wide intercourse
and activity.

It is scarcely possible within the compass of this chapter to form
a critical estimate of the invaluable services which epigraphy has
rendered to the political history of India. It has not only made a
detailed and sustained history possible, it has not only shown what
position India held in the international politics of the old world,
but has many a time thrown a flood of light on many an obscure
period in the ancient history of this country. To take one instance,
for many years the period following the demise of Harshavardhana
of Kanauj was a very dark one in the history of northern India.
It was just a few years ago that the inscriptions, or rather a critical
interpretation of the inscriptions, clearly proved that the whole of
northern India was held by the imperial Pratihara dynasty for
upwards of two centuries. But limitations of space prevent even our
touching upon this subject, and we shall now proceed to show what
light inscriptions have shed on the religious and the social life of
Ancient India. Here also we have to be as brief as possible. What
service epigraphy has rendered to the history of Vaishnavism and
Saivism,6 especially to that of Vasudeva and Lakullsa worship, is too
well known to require any mention here. But perhaps the most
interesting feature of this religious history is the lie it has given to
the old belief that Hinduism was a completely non-proselytizing
religion. The Karli, Nasik and Junnar Cave and other inscriptions
have now proved beyond all doubt that all foreign hordes, such as
the Sakas, Pallavas, Hunas, Gurjaras, nay, even the civilized Greeks,
succumbed to the charm of Hindu culture and religion.7 A quarter
of a century ago the late Mr. A. M. T. Jackson drew our attention
to ' the attractive power of Hindu civilization, which has enabled it
to assimilate and absorb into itself every foreign invader except the
Moslem and European/8 They not only embraced one Hindu faith